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President’s Pen 
 
Happy New Year! As we enter into 2015, we first take a glance back at 2014: 
The North Lanark Historical Society held many successful events and fund raising activities.  Thank you 
to Councillor John Edwards for being the Council representative on the Society’s Board of Directors in 
2014.  The Society was very pleased to receive an Ontario Trillium Foundation grant to hire a Project 
Coordinator for the “Paving the Way to Sustainability” project.  Sarah Chisholm was chosen to be the 
Coordinator for the project that runs from April 2014 to April 2016.  Congratulations Sarah. 
 
Looking forward to 2015: 
This will be another busy year.  The first project is the renovation of the museum stairwell which will be 
completed early in the year.  On Sunday, January 25th from 2 to 4 pm our Scottish Tea will take place.  
Then on Friday, February 20, 2015 the Society will host its Annual Heritage Dinner & Silent Auction at 
the Almonte Legion.  Recognition of the Trillium Grant will be part of the program and guest speaker, 
Bruce Toshack, will address “Horses to Horsepower, History of Firefighting in Mississippi Mills”.  
Welcome to Councillor Alex Gillis, the Council representative on the Society’s Board of Directors for 
2015. 
 
Financial support is necessary to improve access to the museum and an accessibility fund raising 
campaign will take place in early 2015.  The Historical Society is in the planning stages of a 5 Year 
Strategic Plan for the Society and the Museum. 
 
New members are always welcome with each member bringing a fresh unique perspective to the 
Society. 
 
Please join us in 
supporting the 
preservation of 
heritage and 
enjoy our events 
in 2015. 
 
Ed Wilson, 
President  
 

Photo: Norma Paul and Eleanor Wright decorating for Santa’s Christmas Tea 
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Robbie Burns Day 
By Kenneth Caldwell 
 
Robbie Burns Day is coming up, and many are set to celebrate the late Scottish Poet's 256th birthday. 
To commemorate the Bard's upcoming birthday on January 25th, we'd like to share some facts and 
history about Scotland's favourite son, Robert Burns, who has come to be a fixture of identity for so 
many Scottish families. 
 
Burns was the son of poor farming parents, who, while times were hard, nevertheless ensured that 
Burns had a good education, even if it tended towards the sporadic.  
 
Burns was a farmer for most of his life, like his father, giving it up in 1791. Growing up in a farming 
family gave him explicit experience with the hardships facing tenant farmers in Scotland, especially 
from watching his father, who, trying to farm on one farm after the next, eventually died in 1784, his 
health ruined by years of farming, still crushingly poor, and moreover, bankrupt.  
 
Like many other Scots, Burns was part of the textile trade, albeit briefly. Before becoming a poet, he left 
home to learn flax dressing in a nearby shop. Flax dressing is an antiquated occupation in Scotland 
which consists of separating the rough parts of the flax, in preparation for it to be spun into linen. This 
pursuit ended however, when the shop in which Burns was working was set ablaze during the festivities 
of the  1781-1782 New Year's celebration. 
 
Farming had been a frustrating endeavour for Burns, who laboured with his brother to try and keep 
their father's farm after his death. In 1791 Burns gave it up to become an Excise-man, working in a 
customs house to support himself. His work there not only allowed him to support his family, but also 
to continue with his literary career, which was soon to take off. 
 
The answer to Burn's wide-spread appeal can be found in his style of writing, as his verses are primarily 
inspired by subject matter which was highly relatable to his audiences at the time. He wrote on many 
subjects, from gaining the love of a woman, to rebellious thoughts against the injustice and oppression 
of the working class in Scotland. Burns is known as a major figure in the Romantic literary movement, 
as he typically filled his work with pastoral scenes, a fondness for the Scottish landscape, and a 
nostalgic view of his country's past.  
 
As previously mentioned, Burns himself also suffered through farming. The back breaking work of the 
farm affected Burns physically, as overexertion left him with a weak constitution and a slight stoop. 
Even with this physical deformity, Burns was still quite able to impress the ladies, something which he 
is quite well known for. 
 
Burns, as a poet, was a bit of a "lad". He enjoyed the company of ladies all too well, starting various 
affairs with women throughout his literary career. His first child was illegitimate, fathered with his 
mother's servant, while at the same time, Burns impregnated his love interest, Jean Armour, with twins. 
Burns seemed to have a "wandering eye" as a husband, his affairs and romantic escapades continued 
until his death in 1796, which was caused by failing health combined with a wild lifestyle. 
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Commemorating the late poet's birthday is celebrated in many major countries, such as Britain, 
Scotland, Canada and, surprisingly Russia. Burns was long celebrated in Russia, as his background as a 
working class man and his reputation as the "Ploughman Poet" endeared him to both the peasantry, 
and later, the proletariat minded Soviets. 
 
In Canada, Burns day is celebrated with large suppers, a night of revelry, poetry readings and, if the 
occasion warrants, a "wee dram" of some traditional Scotch. These celebrations have been going on for 
years in Canadian villages with a historically high Scottish demographic, with the town of Almonte and 
surrounding areas being a good example of this. Gatherings on Burns night gave immigrants a chance 
to come together and remember the old country, appropriately singing Burns' most well-known poem, 
"Auld Lang Syne", or "for old time's sake." 
 
So this January 25th, get together and celebrate the old times, with friends and family, and raise a glass 
to the Robert Burns, Scotland's greatest poet! Join us at the North Lanark Regional Museum for 
our Annual Scottish Tea on Sunday January 25, 2015 from 2:00 to 4:00pm. (Details in the “Events” 
section). Another perfect way to pay tribute to Burns is through poetry itself. Here is a short local poem 
by Hugh Gilmour from Lanark Reflections, edited by Edna Gardner Lowry: 
 
“Lines composed in the little old log school house near Major Gemmill’s (Almonte) on the evening of the 
anniversary of Scotia’s Poet Burns 1824, by Hugh Gilmour one of the first settlers in Ramsay on Lot 14 on the 9th 
line. His brother Allan Gilmour settled on Lot 15 on the other side of the Perth Road at the entrance to Almonte, 
opposite what is now Gemmill’s Park. This poem was published when Mr. Gilmour was 70 years of age. Formerly 
of Ramsay, he had lived at White Lake. 
 

By the banks of a stream that’s to history new 
A company of wanderers met 
To think on their friends, former scenes to renew 
For true hearts they can never forget. 
“Twas the birthday of Burns, a day ever dear 
To lovers of genius and worth 
“Tis (fitting) my friends should ere drop a tear 
For your poet the pride of the North. 
 
By the banks of Mississippi’s dark rolling stream 
Mark the scene how delightful, anew, 
Industry and learning are starting a hum 
Where the forest late wild spreading grew. 
See the plough furrow turn and the corn gently wave 
Where labour gives sweet to repose 
In the place where the wolf and fox wont to roam 
See the sheep fold in peace nightly close. 
 
The bard which you mourn on such scenes took delight, 
May his memory ever remain 
And long may your sons and daughters unite 
At these banks and their freedom retain. 
May your sons still be brave so that story may tell 
Here’s a land of the wise and the brave.” 

 
Hugh Gilmour (January 19th, 1872) 
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Recent Events 
 

PA Day Camp October 
On Friday October 24, 2014 the Museum ran a PA Day Camp. The camp again had 8 children in 
attendance this time sporting ghoulish Halloween costumes. Many thanks to Bernice Butler, Eleanor 
Wright, Rita Cornell and Brian Armstrong for volunteering! 
 

   
 

Santa’s Christmas Tea 
On Saturday December 6, 2014 Good Old Saint Nick visited the North Lanark Regional Museum for our 
first ever Family Christmas Tea. Old Saint Nick brought toys for the children  and judged the Christmas 
Tree decorating contest. In addition the event included a scavenger hunt, Christmas music, cookie 
decorating, crafts and cake! The North Lanark Regional Museum would like to thank all the volunteers 
who helped make the event a success. Thanks also goes to The Hub for donating supplies for the event. 
 

   
 

Genealogy Workshop 
The North Lanark Historical Society ran a Genealogy Workshop from November 12 to 15 at the 
Museum. The workshop entitled “Beginning to Climb Your Family Tree” was well attended on all four 
days by some very enthusiastic genealogists. Presenters Bob Butler and Brian Tackaberry outlined a 
variety of online tools available to researchers, provided hands-on examples and worked with the 
attendees to begin building their trees.  
 
The Society plans to run another Genealogy Workshop in November 2015, if you are interested in 
attending please contact Sarah at the museum to put your name on the tentative registration list! 
 
Thank You to Ancestry for providing free access to Ancestry.com for the duration of the workshop. 
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Upcoming Events 
Scottish Tea 

The North Lanark Historical Society is having its Annual Scottish Tea on 
Sunday January 25, 2015 from 2:00 to 4:00pm. The event includes live music, 
tea/coffee, cookies and scones! 
 
The event is a great way to forget the winter chills and warm up with some 
friends  at the museum. It’s also a great opportunity to visit our 2015 Winter 
exhibits including “Keeping Warm” and “The Lost Generation: Almonte & Area 
in WWI.” 
 

Tickets for the event are $8.00 and can be purchased in advance or at the door. The event is taking 
place at the North Lanark Regional Museum at 647 River Rd, Mississippi Mills (Appleton). 
  

By My Valentine  
Calling all kids! Please join us at the North Lanark Regional Museum on Saturday February 14, 2015 
from 10:00am to 12:00pm for a Valentine’s Day Family Event. The event is for parents and children! 
Everyone is encouraged to participate. The event will include: 
 

1. Creating your own unique valentine day card. 
2. Exploring the history of Valentine’s Day and the history of writing. 
3. Decorating a Valentine’s Day cookie.  

 
Cost is $5.00 per child. Space is limited, so please RSVP by February 1, 2015 by 
calling Sarah at 613-257-8503 or at appletonmuseum@hotmail.com. 
 

Heritage Dinner/Silent Auction/ OTF Recognition 
Get your tickets! On Friday February 20, 2015 the NLHS is hosting its Annual Heritage Dinner & Silent 
Auction at the Almonte Legion. This year’s event is special because we are celebrating our Ontario 
Trillium Foundation Grant. The NLHS will recognize the contribution of the OTF and the impact the 
grant is having on the museum.  Entertainment for the evening will be provided by Bruce Toshack, with 
his presentation “Horses to Horsepower, History of Firefighting in Mississippi Mills”.  
 
Date: Friday February 20, 2015 
Time: cash bar at 6:00pm & dinner at 7:00pm 
Location: Royal Canadian Legion, 100 Bridge St., Almonte, On 
Tickets: $30.00 (purchase in advanced) Available at museum, from Executive or at Baker Bob’s 
 

Spring Speaker Series 
She’s back by popular demand! Sunday, March 22, 2015 at the museum at 2:00pm, Spring Speaker 
Series featuring Eleanor Wright, speaking on “Recollections of Growing up in Appleton.” 
AND 
Sunday April 19, 2015 at the museum at 2:00pm, official opening of our Spring Exhibit, and Spring 
Speaker Series, featuring Diane Lachappelle on “The Woodworkings of the Brydges Family”

mailto:appletonmuseum@hotmail.com


 
 

w w w . n o r t h l a n a r k r e g i o n a l m u s e u m . c o m  
 

Page 6 

Exhibit: Keeping Warm 
By Sarah Chisholm, 
 
To celebrate the Winter Season we’ve pulled out our coats and quilts! Drop by the museum to check 
out our new exhibit “Keeping Warm”. The exhibit features winter outerwear and underwear that our 
community has used over the years to keep warm! The exhibit also includes snow shoes and Almonte 
Gazette references to snow shoe adventures.  
 
The museum is open by appointment from January through March 2015. Please call 613-257-8503 to 
book an appointment.   
 

Trillium Update 
By Sarah Chisholm, 
 
“Paving the Way to Sustainability” is a two year project funded by the Ontario Trillium Foundation. Are 
you wondering about the progress of the project? Here’s a quick review of what we’ve accomplished so 
far and what we have scheduled for 2015 and 2016. 
 
One of the main objectives of the project is to increase professional standards at the Museum. Working 
towards this goal the NLHS Board has formed a Museum Committee to deal with museum related 
issues and an Acquisition Committee to deal with incoming artefact donations. We have also created 
and begun implementing four Museum Policies and Procedures (Governance, Finance, Collections, 
Research).  
 
Promotions is also a major objective for the project. In order to promote the museum we produced and 
distributed a 2014 rack card. For 2015 we will have a brand new brochure that will be distributed across 
the community and beyond to increase awareness of the museum and historical society. In addition to 
these promotional materials we updated and simplified our promotions contact list and worked to 
increase our attendance by 20% in 2014. We also worked to promote the museum as a family friendly 
location by introducing a Santa’s Christmas Tea event in 2014 and the upcoming Be My Valentine event 
in 2015. 
 
As a not-for-profit organization, fundraising is an ongoing priority for the historical society. As part of 
the Trillium project we worked throughout 2014 to increase our fundraising revenue. We expanded our 
regular events by adding used book sales, creating a new Garage Sale fundraiser and successfully 
petitioning the Town of Mississippi Mills for funding towards the renovations of our Stairwell.  
 
We are also working to expand our current audience by establishing school programs and expanding on 
our summer camps. In 2015 the museum will run several outreach programs at local schools. Students 
will learn about local history with artefacts, costumes and hands-on activities.  Over the past three 
years our summer camps have grown, building on this success we have initiated a PA Day and March 
Break Camp program. Now we can reach local children throughout the year. 
 
What are we planning to do in 2015-2016? In addition to building on all the 2014 successes we will 
produce a 5-Year Plan, introduce a Volunteer Manual, increase volunteer participation, improve 
exhibits, and produce four more museum policies and procedures. “Paving the Way to Sustainability” is 
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a stepping stone towards an improved Museum and Historical Society. Thank you to all the Board 
Members, Volunteers and Summer Staff who carried out the project in 2014! 
 
 

Successful Military Exhibit 
By Brian Tackaberry, 
 
Our Military Exhibit titled “The Lost Generation: Almonte and Area During WW1” had a successful run 
in October, November and December. The exhibit was officially launched on November 2nd with a 
PowerPoint presentation on Almonte and Area during the Great War by Brian Tackaberry. Brian also 
conducted two additional encore presentations in November.  
 
The display was a follow-up to the launch of the book “Lost Generation of Mississippi Mills: WW1 
Casualties” which told the story of 100 local individuals who died during the Great War.  The book and 
exhibit mark the 100th Anniversary of the outbreak of World War 1.   
 
The exhibit contained numerous original photos, documents, medals, uniforms, and other artifacts 
from the war, mostly associated with the men of the area who died in service.  Many of these items had 
never before been on public display and came from family or others still in the local community. Of 
particular interest were the official letters sent home to notify the families of the death of their loved 
ones.  Also there were letters sent by the soldiers to their family, with the original envelopes showing 
the letters were opened by the censors.   
 
We would like to thank the following people for contributing items related to several individuals who 
died in the Great War for our display: Doug McNaughton (Pvt. Frank Abram), Isabel Hawkins (Gunner 
James Howard Blair), Teresa Bolton (Lance Corp. Louis C. Bolton), Claude Cochran ( Lt. Robert Harvey 
Cochran), Archie Evoy (Lance Corp. William Evoy), Ray Illingworth (Pvt. Alex Hazen Illingworth), John 
Souter (Lt. James T. Kirkland), Clarence Timmins (Sgt. Peter James More), Bonnie McBain (Pvt. Robert 
B. Naismith), Ann Roxburgh (Lt. Alex George Rosamond), and Anne Fulton (Nursing Sister Tena Mae 
Stewart).  In addition, special thanks go out to the Mill of Kintail, Perth Legion Hall of Remembrance 
and Brian Tackaberry for loaning artifacts for display.   
 
“The Lost Generation” was a popular presentation with Brian Tackaberry speaking to several other 
groups on this topic over the fall of 2014. Brian will also be doing some follow-up presentations to the 
Grade 10 History classes at Almonte & District High School in February.  
 
 

A Sincere Thank You 
 
A Sincere Thank You to Mayor Shaun McLaughlin and Councillors of the Town of Mississippi Mills for 
financially supporting the renovations of the stairwell area at the North Lanark Regional Museum.  It 
will be wonderful to have this area refreshed and brought up to fire code.  Your ongoing support is truly 
appreciated. 
 
Ed Wilson,  
President 
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The North Lanark Historical Society and Museum would like to thank 
several people and organizations for their continued support: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

North Lanark Historical Society 
Membership Form 

 

At the NLHS we welcome new and renewed memberships. We have a variety of  activities to enjoy throughout the 
year from our tasty Strawberry Social to our engaging museum displays and our children’s camps. We organize guest 
speakers, prepare history publications and send out a newsletter. We also collect stories and objects from the past 
and bring them to life at the North Lanark Regional Museum in Appleton. Most of  our events, exhibits and socials 
are family friendly. We offer opportunities for children to learn, discover and play.  
 
The NLHS has the lowest membership fee around, just $10.00 for an individual or $25.00 for a family and its tax 
deductible. To become a member today just fill out the form below and return it to the museum or address below. 
 

Welcome to your friendly historical society and museum. We’re just down the road! 
 
Name:   _________________________________________ Phone #:  _____________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you interested in volunteering at the MUSEUM?  YES/NO  ___________________________________ 

How do you prefer to receive the newsletter? PAPER/EMAIL   ___________________________________ 
 

(mailing) 
North Lanark Historical Society 

P.O. Box 218 
Almonte ON K0A 1A0 

(museum) 
North Lanark Regional Museum 

647 River Rd 
Appleton On K0A1A0 

 

Membership and Donations may be combined and are eligible for tax deductible charitable receipts. 
Please make cheques payable to the North Lanark Historical Society 


